Mass Media Course Syllabus 2017-18

Mr. Tyler Walker 



Conference Time: M-F 2nd Hour 9-9:45AM
Phone: School: 634-3588  Cell: 818-6253 

E-mail: walkert@chadwickcardinals.org
Course Description

Mass Media focuses on the skills of reporting, marketing, design, and writing as they apply to various media in our society. A main focus of the course will be to teach the skills necessary for effective publication. Students should also acquire knowledge that will be useful throughout their lives as either creators or consumers of mass media. 

Course Objectives 

A. Students will use each of the steps of the writing process to produce written documents. 

B. Students will participate in class discussions of the strengths and weaknesses of various writing samples. 

C. Students will determine when to use formal and informal language and explain their choice. 

D. Students will demonstrate accuracy in written communications. 

E. Students will locate and gather information and ideas. 

F. Students will develop a conceptual plan for publication. 

G. Students will create a well-designed page/spread for publication. 

H. Students will analyze staff organizational patterns. 

I. Students will analyze and evaluate the elements of messages projected in various media.

Materials

Each student is responsible for providing the following items: 1 folder with brads, notebook paper, pencils/pens, and USB flash drive.

Classroom Rules

1.
Be Respectful

2.
Be Responsible

Being responsible and respectful means that each student:

1.
Uses time wisely and comes to class on time and ready to work.

2.
Respects the personal space and property of others.

3.
Shows initiative and accepts challenges.

4.
Maintains a positive attitude and accepts constructive criticism.

5.
Works well with others.

6.
Pays attention, does not distract others, and is not easily distracted.

7.
Asks questions and makes relevant comments during class discussions.

8.
Misses only for excused absences. 

9.
Does not put others down, make threats, or gossip.

10.
Does not interrupt others or talk out of turn.

The classroom is a learning community, and for this community to be successful, each student must take responsibility and show respect to one’s self and to others. Failing to follow these rules may result in after school detention or an office referral. 

Grading Scale

Letter grades will be assigned according to the school policy (see student handbook). Grades will be based on assignments, quizzes, exams, journals, projects, presentations, ad sales, and/or citizenship.  

Late Assignments

Except in case of absences, late assignments will NOT be accepted for credit. Missing a publication deadline is even more serious because it can set back an entire publication and lets the entire staff down. If you are struggling to meet a deadline or need assistance let me or someone else on the staff know, and we will do our best to help you. Some deadlines may be adjusted for legitimate reasons; others will need to be met even if it means the rest of the staff must take up the slack. Do not wait until the last minute to ask for an extension. Keep in mind that deadlines don’t go away just because you miss school, so if it is possible, you should contact me at school.

Parent Portal

The Parent Portal is a valuable resource that allows you to monitor your student’s progress in the classroom. I highly recommend that all parents log in to the system on a regular basis. Please see the high school office for more information about this free service.

In addition, I will be posting information about what we are doing in class online. To access the spreadsheet, visit writethinker.com. Then, click on the “What’s going on in English class?” link in the column on the right.

Ad Goals 

Because the cost of yearbooks would otherwise be exorbitant, it is necessary for the students to sell ads in order to offset the cost of publication. This is a very important component of the course that requires a team effort, but also individual dedication and initiative on behalf of each student. It is imperative that all students who enroll in Mass Media do their part to sell ads. 

Because we are a small school in competition with larger districts, it is important that we begin selling ads early. Students will meet as a group in the first week of August to learn how to sell ads and to get a list of businesses to which they should sell. 

Students who do not reach their Level One sales goal of $1000 by the third day of school will not be allowed to stay enrolled in the class. Students who have not met their Level Two sales goal of $1500 by mid-quarter of the first quarter will fail the quarter. Students who have not reached their Level Three ad sales goal of $2000 by semester will fail the semester and be required to drop the class.

Every student will have to physically travel to area businesses in order to sell ads. If a student does not drive, they will have to ride with another student or be escorted by his or her parent or guardian.
Other Deadlines

The responsibilities of this class go beyond affecting the student and his or her classmates. The quality of work produced in this class helps shape the school’s image within the community. If you miss deadlines or turn in poor quality work, you are not just letting yourself down, you are affecting the quality of product that will be published as a service to the entire school (Pre-K-12) and the community. Missing deadlines or turning in poor quality work is unacceptable and will result in large point deductions that will seriously affect the student’s grade. 

Photo Ops

Many of the events that are covered in the yearbook occur afterschool and/or at other locations. Students will need to attend afterschool events on a regular basis in order to take photographs for the yearbook publication. At times, the student may be able to ride a team bus, but often the student will be responsible for his or her own transportation. Failure to attend an event for which they are scheduled will result in large point deductions that will seriously affect the student’s grade.

There is a large amount of responsibility involved in taking this class and student grades are tied to strict deadlines and quality standards.
Attendance

If a student is absent from school, it is his or her responsibility to turn in any homework that was due and inquire about anything that he or she may have missed. The student should be in the room, working independently, and prepared for class when it is time for class to begin.

Bonus Assignments

Opportunities for bonus will typically come in the form of additional work completed outside the classroom. Bonus assignments will be designed to broaden educational perspectives, expand on course subject matter, or improve cultural literacy. Time in the classroom and money for fieldtrips is limited, and most bonus assignments will attempt to supplement curriculum with additional opportunities for critical thinking. Bonus assignments may be used to encourage students to attend relevant events, think critically about literature (including plays and films), or reflect in greater detail upon a topic covered in class. Whenever possible, bonus assignments will be posted to my website.
If the student or the student’s parents/guardians have any questions or concerns they should contact Mr. Walker at 634-3588 to set up a conference as soon as possible. 

