English III Course Syllabus 2017-18

Mr. Tyler Walker 



Conference Time: M-F 2nd Hour 9-9:45AM
Phone: School: 634-3588  



E-mail: walkert@chadwickcardinals.org
Course Description

 Language Arts III focuses on the analysis and interpretation of American literature.  Students will present written and oral communication, including personal narratives, formal essays, and impromptu speeches.  The course promotes the application of learned content, the use of conventional writing standards, and thinking critically about a wide variety of thematic topics.   

Course Objectives 

A. Students will analyze a wide variety of texts. 

B. Students will analyze the author’s style.

C. Students will write well-organized, well-developed essays.

D. Students will analyze and evaluate the elements of messages projected in various media.

E. Students will express individual perspective in writing.

F. Students will evaluate the effectiveness of presentations and group discussions.

G. Students will write effectively in a variety of forms and for a variety of reasons.

H. Students will demonstrate poise and self-control during presentations and discussions.

I. Students will read grade level instructional text with fluency accuracy and appropriate expression.

J. Students will write a personal narrative for real-life experiences (e.g., applications, college essays).

Materials

Each student is responsible for providing the following items: 1 folder with brads, notebook paper, pencils/pens, and USB flash drive.

Classroom Rules

1.
Be Respectful

2.
Be Responsible

Being responsible and respectful means that each student:

1.
Uses time wisely and comes to class on time and ready to work.

2.
Respects the personal space and property of others.

3.
Shows initiative and accepts challenges.

4.
Maintains a positive attitude and accepts constructive criticism.

5.
Works well with others.

6.
Pays attention, does not distract others, and is not easily distracted.

7.
Asks questions and makes relevant comments during class discussions.

8.
Misses only for excused absences. 

9.
Does not put others down, make threats, or gossip.

10.
Does not interrupt others or talk out of turn.

The classroom is a learning community, and for this community to be successful, each student must take responsibility and show respect to one’s self and to others. Failing to follow these rules may result in ASD or an office referral. If a student fails to serve a detention within one week, they will be referred to the office for an in-school suspension (ISS).
Grading Scale

Letter grades will be assigned according to the school policy (see student handbook). Grades will be based on assignments, quizzes, exams, journals, projects, presentations, and/or citizenship. 
Late Assignments

Except in case of absences, late assignments will NOT be accepted for credit.
Parent Portal

The Parent Portal is a valuable resource that allows you to monitor your student’s progress in the classroom. I highly recommend that all parents log in to the system on a regular basis. Please see the high school office for more information about this free service.

In addition, I will be posting information about what we are doing in class online. To access the spreadsheet, visit writethinker.com. Then, click on the “What’s going on in English class?” link in the column on the right.

Attendance

If a student is absent from school, it is his or her responsibility to turn in any homework that was due and inquire about anything that he or she may have missed. The student should be in the room, working independently, and prepared for class when it is time for class to begin or the student will be counted tardy. After school detention will be assigned for the third tardy of each quarter as well as each subsequent tardy. 
Independent Reading

Students will read a minimum of ten pages per school day and respond to their reading in a journal. This assignment should be completed daily (without either falling behind or working ahead) and will be collected without notice. For this reason, students must bring their reading book and their journal to class every day. It is very important that students take time to truly comprehend the material as they must also pass an oral quiz over the content of the book in order to receive credit. Students will NOT receive any credit for reading books that are not on the book list unless they get the book approved in advance. The books on the list have been chosen in an attempt to represent the diverse field of literature in the American tradition. I have not read every book on the list, and some books may contain potentially offensive material, such as profane language, mature content, etc. The student’s parents/guardians should let me know immediately if they have concerns about the book list, so we can work on a revised list for the student. Please examine the book list online, and if you have any concerns or are unable to access the booklist online, contact me BEFORE signing and returning the syllabus.  

Bonus Assignments

Opportunities for bonus will typically come in the form of additional work completed outside the classroom. Bonus assignments will be designed to broaden educational perspectives, expand on course subject matter, enhance the learning environment, or improve cultural literacy. Time in the classroom and money for fieldtrips is limited, and most bonus assignments will attempt to supplement curriculum with additional opportunities for critical thinking. Bonus assignments may be used to encourage students to attend relevant events, think critically about literature (including plays and films), or reflect in greater detail upon a topic covered in class. Whenever possible, bonus assignments will be posted to the website.
If the student or the student’s parents/guardians have any questions or concerns they should contact Mr. Walker at 634-3588 to set up a conference as soon as possible. 


